
Week 2 – Was Egypt All That Bad? 
 

Exodus 16: 1-3(NRSV) 
1The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from Elim; and Israel came to 
the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of 
the second month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 2 The whole 
congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the 
Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; 
for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger.” 
 
What about the Scripture resonates with you or inspires you to live 
differently? 
 
It had been 15 days since the events that swallowed up the entire Egyptian 
army. It had been 15 days since deliverance had come into the story of the 
Hebrew people. For 15 days they had followed pillars or fire and smoke – the 
very presence of God as a constant reminder. After just three days, the people 
had become thirsty, and so Moses cried out to the LORD and they drank water 
that was once bitter (15:25). Now, as they enter the wilderness of Sin, the entire 
congregation begins to complain.  
 
Imagine the scene for a moment. The Scripture tells us that the pillar of fire and 
smoke never departed the camp. Imagine the entire population complaining in 
the presence of God. I don’t know about you, but I tend to complain when I 
know I won’t get into too much trouble for it. Or if I am being really manipulative, 
I complain to just the right person, knowing my complaint will land on the right 
ears eventually. But in this case, the Hebrew people complain in plain sight. 
 
What was their motivation for such complaint?   
 Intense hunger? 
 The terrain which signaled this was going to be a long trip? 
 Resentment at Moses and Aaron as leaders? 
 Longing for a past that might be more nostalgic than true? 
 
Can you recall a time in your life where you became nostalgic for a past that 
might not have been as good as your memory recalled? Or in other words, can 
you think of an instance where you viewed or maybe still view the past with 
“rose colored glasses”? 
 
The Hebrew people had quickly forgotten that in Egypt, their children were 
dashed upon rocks, and that their bodies were broken and bruised for the sake 
of Pharaoh. It only took 15 days for them to long for the very dysfunction God 



had rescued them out of. They cried for his help and when recue didn’t look 
exactly as they had hoped, their default was to return to the past, even if it was 
slavery and death.  
 
Why do you think we tend to default to that which we know or are comfortable 
with?  
 
What does this passage have to say about Christianity in America today?  
 
How does this passage speak to our practices and programs at Emmanuel? 
 

	  


